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Työn saa tallentaa ja julkistaa Aalto-yliopiston avoimilla verkkosivuilla. Muilta osin kaikki oikeudet pidätetään.



Background

– Birth month affects

• Success in sports

• Bullying

• ADHD diagnosis and medication

• Google scholar gives up to two million results

(Tiiri, 2020; Gladwell, 2008)



Methodology

– We looked at two things

• Grades compared head to head on a monthly, quarterly and 

semiannual basis

• Monthly makeup of Aalto students vs. the Finnish baseline 

population

Vs.

(StatFin)
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Results

– Students born in the end of the year

• Have better grades (p=0.0063)

• Larger share than baseline of the Aalto population (p=0.00075)

– These results hold even after accounting for the Bonferroni

correction

• We had other statistically significant results as well, but they were

rendered unsignificant after Bonferroni correction



Problems/issues with the thesis

– We only know relative age, but not absolute age

• I.e. we assume everyone is born the same year

– Aalto population vs the Finnish baseline a faulty comparison

• E.g. international students

– Course content differs

• Different courses are compared whose content is vastly different

– Hence it’s an unfair comparison to compare between different schools



Possible explanations for our results

– Students born later during the year have to work harder due to 

the physical differences

• The work-ethic persists throughout life, and is more important as 

the physical differences diminish
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